Serial No. 10/617,252 

REMARKS 



INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1 and 14 have been amended, and claims 2 
and 15 have been canceled, without prejudice or disclaimer. No new matter has been submited. 

Claims 1, 6-8, 10-14, and 16-26 are pending, with claims 1,6-8, 10-14, and 16-19 being 
under consideration. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 USC 102 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Komuro et aL , 
U.S. Patent No. 4,873,622, claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
bv Patil etal. . U.S. Patent No. 6,425,655, and claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Akhavain etal. , U.S. Patent No. 6,543,880. 

It is respectfully submitted that the relied upon references fail to disclose the claimed hot 
pressure welding. 

In addition, it is further respectfully submitted that the relied upon references fail to 
disclose "wherein the FPC includes a protection layer, protecting the conductor, having an 
opening through which the bonding portions are exposed is provided in the protection layer, and 
wherein the opening creates a notch, between the protection layer and the bonding portions of 
the conductor, particularly for permitting the hot pressure welding of the connector and the 
bonding portions." 

Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 USC 103 

Claims 6-8, 10-14, and 16-19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
over Patil etal. , in view of Asano, U.S. Patent No. 6,396,665. This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

As noted above, independent claims 1 and 14 have been amended to claim both an 
opening through which the bonding portions are exposed in the protection layer, and "wherein 
the opening creates a notch, between the protection layer and the bonding portions of the 
conductor, particularly for permitting the hot pressure welding of the connector and the bonding 
portions," as recited in claim 1 as only an example. 

It is respectfully submitted that neither Patil etal. , nor Asano , alone or in combination, 
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of U.S. Patent No. 5,216,613, 6,039,168, and 6,076,652 
EXHIBIT Y 
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disclose or suggest the particularly claimed notch particularly for permitting the claimed hot 
pressure welding. 

i 

Rather, as noted previously, it is respectfully submitted that the present invention has a 
particular orientation of the connector, and particularly explains how the connector can connect 
to each of the pad or bonding portions. In particular, the notch implemented by the present 
invention created by the claimed opening permits the use of the claimed hot pressure 
welding. 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that it would not have been obvious to modify Patil et al. 
to disclose the presently claimed invention. 

Therefore, for at least the above, it is respectfully requested that the outstanding 
rejections be withdrawn and the presently claimed invention be allowed. 

CONCLUSION 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 




Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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